HELSINKI, February i$th} 1940

jfjLT about 2.30 p.m. yesterday afternoon, seventeen
Russian bombers, flying at a height of about eight thousand
feet, dropped two hundred and thirty bombs, most of them
incendiary, on the little cathedral town of Borga, about
thirty miles east of Helsinki. Borga is a town of some six
thousand inhabitants, which by no stretch of the imagina-
tion could be described as a military objective. It is chiefly
noted as a place of historical interest, for it was in its
sixteenth century cathedral that the Tsar Alexander I
summoned the Finnish Diet in 1809 to promise them
virtual autonomy for Finland,

In the afternoon the news came through to Helsinki
that this little town was in flames, and shortly afterwards a
large party of journalists went down to see the damage,
I was lucky, because Mr. Hannula, the Minister of Propa-
ganda, invited me to accompany him personally in his car.
So I got there ahead of the rest of the party.

Long before we reached the town one could see the
sky lit up with a red glow from the burning buildings.
Most of you have seen a house on fire at one time or
another; but try to picture a whole town with houses
blazing everywhere. Twenty-eight houses were destroyed,
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